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—otr> © of the Truths or. Ocdinanceaiet, Gal 
> need an Apology to he; made. for: tans 
a> ſhould/ be. tos a Lamencation; Fos-t. 

a cchcither-from the let 
=&> Mecn. The Principles, and way of | eu 5 ne 
$ have undergone'the commanFatc of 0ther'd{ the * 


" , of that =_ po ge cl 
is hepetenignnsh 


ſtir about thi wayt® Amdthis —_ wn. es | 5 

inſt Narcnbofmenis Liſts 4 SD ; 
of that way, waj 
hez.are implaye 


ly men: And partly, trom'want of know 
even they may be under,whoſe Studies and T 


abour of another'narure, [and narabauechoſe maxrers,. 
they Bot &nowing.and thinking /Man:-Or-ftom. prejuttick 
chart fennel ket: hiding o&Lruth in tbis 


from their eyes; wherefore we think it.our Duty tocndeavourihe 
vindication of this our Profeſſion, (with as much breyity and clears 
S_ we can atrain) by Fs ft giving aplain acevurcot what wekeld, 
pg Tit ng off the whe. ial-Objeftions;! abd theſe thar ave 

mow,” of reproaches that are ule againſt us 3» ſorwe.have 


to ry nn only vin men-otherwiſe Sober and Judicious, who differ 


from vs: But with many whoſe Temper, Praiices, and Deſigns; 
arenot ſuch as becomerh the Goſpel; | Weidefire as to appiove: = 
ſelves ro our Bleſſed Lord and Mafte? Jeſos:Chrift ; fo to tatighy t 

Minds'of all Inquirers'altet Truth;bur epoch 2o-1tand 
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the Opinion of His Majeſty, our Gracious Soyeraign, of his Grace 
the Kings High Commiſſioner, and of the-Noble; and Honourable 
Eſtates of Parliament; who we hope, as Nurfing Fathers to the 
C _ will own us inthoſe ways tharthe Lord owneth us in, 

iciples welay downin a few Propoſitions. F rf, Weown 
Chiſk the as the only Head over, .and Lawpiver, t rokis 
Cinch, 7 and wetifown any viſible governing Headovet the CH 
however pi to at in Subordination tohim: Becauſe weknow 
none that he hath given ſuch Comiſſion to. 


theChurch hathgiven forth Laws,where- 
b ;. Chrtas Hear A -xry oh —_—_— 


;:#nd hath nor teft-any 
hetick Power in the Church ro make Laws for her ſclf (her 
work being to declare and execute the Laws ofChrft) and the Laws 
pes rr nor to appoint new Ordinances, or Officers i 
hach appoinced j Lon griarrar + _ 
Laws 
tne the Chhrthahevis which are. common t0- oe ales 
. Chit hack need Officers i in his. Hoyle, and dedared, 


Ro 
ſhookdbeq marry as ſhould be th or ern Ay if 


STIs ; he was 


led and extraordi ns Gited by tilt ns paſs, Eras 
ongeiFs, &c-: . The Apoſtles by 
TOSS themſclrys foritincrant work (eicher from — 
birt manc,| their exrradetimary Power; {which ws; com- 
call yn. fo ve-.tdace &ndithac he oppeinted any 

ordinary and Officers, Elders, (calledaifoBiſbops) 
and Deacons, - Pb4l:x::x.. Of rheſe "ſome ware to Rule the 
Cinch, and atlors Feach hr Heb 13.7, Lf Others only:coRule, 
27 as. y)17.>Which-alſo was!irhe: practice: of Ahr Ke euch 
ondieddermds complaiaed of by -//mbro/e inche end. dot 
Century: And there are few of the Fathers is the-firſt 
- wries,but they mention Semtores Eccleſe char repreſented RE 
| wo Government of the Chutch with the Miniſtess. 

awe Officers of Gods Houſe! ho ply-be qualified,..is ar 


dnl 1 T7083. 2- Nodes Napeo His hich was 
ame 0 pep eriinrs] oh and Deacons, andTif, w h 
p 


yo 1 qwcageng 
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| they ſhoyldbe Chotcn and Authorized, ugg, 


 CBY 
it be me word Aﬀairs, nh yoga having men - 
tioned Ordination of Miniſters 2&r/2. he requireth them, ver/ 3,and 4. 


' 3s Souldicrs to endure hardneſs , and to beabſtrated from world! 


Bufinefs; 'whith istobe underſtood; as much'as their neceffity :doth. 
permir; Alſo poſirivety it is toldus in general; chat they are dizeRed | 
inthisz 7:93. 3. 14, 15- and particular DireQtions arc given about 
Preaching, and that-in all the parts of it,. 2 7m. 4. 1,2, Cenlures, 
x Gor. 5 4-5. 2 Theff. 3.44. Ordination, 2 Tim 2.2. 1 Tow. 5. 22. 
Gly. In all theſe, Miniſters and Elders have-no ' Authority 
oyer the People, but muſt att as Chriſts. Servanes,, - of. (in 
order to rheir Salvation): x Per. 51 3 2 Gor. 4. Fa yet they hays" .zcal 
and proper { though Miniſterial); Aytharity undes Chriſt, ;  - | 
- - ty. It is not only of Divine Authority natura]; that there be a Go- 


yetnment-in the Church» { Anarchy and Contuſton in any Seciety 


being contrary: to the Dictates of natural reaſon) 'bur-the Letd Je-. 
fos hathpoſkively revealed his will in this: ory deans” th 
mitted the Keyes of the Kingdom cf Heaven to his Servamts, and 
that forbinding aod loofing ; retaining, and remitting of Sing: The 
Avrkoratative infliftingof Cenſures, whereby the manisdeclared to 
be.free-from-guilr,. and chat his Sin is pardoned fo far as Men can 


- 8, What ſhould betheSpecies of this Government is not left im: 
differemto Men {whecher the Magiſtrate or the Chureb'/} to chule, 
butis derermivied by Chriſt and. revealed jn the New Teſtament - In 
thathe barh appointed whar. @dficers fhauld be in his Houſe, how 
-13. A | by Election and Ordi- 
nation: . what ſhould be their valifica and Work: How they 
ſhould manage their work; and rille the Ohwtch.in/ common : That 
the Apoſtles committed the Ordination' of Miniſters to the'Precby- 
tery, 1 7 ie 4.14-and the Cenfuresof the Churchtoa Community, 
1 Cor,g5 2 Cor. 2. And not roone perſon; even. in their own time ; 
15-20 Unan itpument forthis; therexample, beidg declarative 


19am 
of the mind. of, God,” where no peculiar reaſon apprareth for their : 


- ofy. This Government the Lord hath not commined to Magi-- 
firates, who. have no: power, ts Oxdain ; 'nos deprive Miniſters, or 


| Elders; [nexto Excommunicate, or terelax trean. that Seritened: Nos. 


o-2cminiſſer ; 6x manage: any part 0h that, Wor thatis prouhar to 


.... Ca» 

the:Ohurcit; '25 it is a: Religions Society; for to appoint how the 
Churchſhouldbe governed : Burhe hath committed it tothe Church 
Goides. Miniſtors and Ruling Elders ; fortothemare all the DireRi. 
ons about ir giveninthe: Ward ,' vor co:the Magiſtrates; they are to 

Nean Account ot it Hdeb.a3 © 0h They did manage it for diverſe 
odabes years, when there was n iſtrate that did own,or coun- 
tcnance Chriſtianiry: 'Andithere is. no hint in Scripture, nor Prin. 
ciple of reaſon that can'evince.. that. this Power ſhould devolve into 
the hands of the Magiſtrate, when he ſhould become Chriſtian.; nei. 
ther are any DireRionsgiventothe Magiſtrate how. he ſhould adgai- 
nifter any ak fr the Ocdinantes.of Chriſt. 104 186 -, 

. volpiYerwe own the Civil: Magiſtrare as Nurfing Father of Fog 
Church and Cafes wtriuſq,tabulg legis Upon which account heis not 
only ro provide T. fi].,«- for the Church; and ro procure her Peace 
and Unity by all good means. (as reprefling of:Herefie, Schitm,.;and 
other Diſorders. whercioheis to uſca judgement of Diſcretion; and © 
not blindly co.cxecute: 'the Sentence of #he-Church). bur alſo may re- 
quire alt rhe Officers andMenthers of the- Church co do whac is their 
Duty ::And thathe (when the Caſcrequireth) convocat Synods, 
and InkiA times of: Faſting and Thanskgiving: Though for xbeſe we 
aſſert an. invinſick Powerinthe Church; to which that of 
ſtrate is-nor privative but cumalative : For we maintain a ppm. 1 
Kingdamr'of Chriſt, on, a Gadover- allmen;-in'which the Mapi- 
ſtrate is his Ly ap ; anotheras Mediator ovet the Church as ſuch; 
in which-he þ Depuicd.no-Magiſtratical , dur'only Miniſterial 
 —— thaethe es, ad tha hey [dvlpus men 
arc 5a ivi Magiftrace, m td; 
whenthey tranſprefs Cn hays M-- 

:2iudy; Th drier daecraina Power is he Chvrch, the Lord: 
hathi noo commitred toallthe Members ;* nor to all the Males there- - 
of: Buthath made'a manifeſt diſtinftion beriveen Rulers and Rubs: 
cd, iatheScri mentianed already: ! : 
| rope Cn rr all bis Servines the dini- 
t. whing'the. Word,” and! Sacrad1 
ing the Church : Whi 


| 'TYy) 
Inick- Brethren: -And riuſt:be: ſo by all of them -who do nor'plead 
for a Divine Right of &pr/erpacy.. Belades that, neither Names, Di- 
rections, or-Reproofs given to: Church Guices in Scripture, do jm- 
port any-ſuch imparity of Power, nar istheic any forks ol the ex> 
Exciſe of it in Scripture ; to-inter this diſparity of Power repihecof 
the £/p9fes, is moſt inconſequential : They lope Uniyerfal, Ex- 
{raordinary, Unfixed, and'temporary Officers m-the Lord im- . 
mediatly.called, and abrogated their Office with their Death ; 'in that 
he neither called others to ſucceed inn that Power, nor pave: any. hint 
thax it ſhould be done by the Church: - Itis as if one ſhould fay-the 
.Churgb was once governed Monatchically by, a viſible-Head i{ 16. 
_ -While Chriſt was on Earth) Ergo, b ſhou beſo flil] : Which no 
Proteſtant will aver. The Argument i inTimothyand Titmw is of the 
| >—m—mae> t hey being extraordiniaty and unfixed Officers, and {o 
—_ jor _—_ Oy by 1m can ay Azgumaent bedrawa 


wy —_— oikhoChondbeng: whale otter uſed proper. 
rn myſtical Bogkz addweknow't The gia Symbolic's naw 
ef! /Afgumentative. aſides that the Angel-of 7 byatyre was cer- 


ginly .a-community, et. AOSIIINNeeyr>== "720mm Revel, 2. 

24+ YHi1 I Aye, Kel eine 5, 

} 14x Thetc being: ao diſparity. viipewer amongſt Miniſters, by 
brills grentol powerio.them :; No man-can make this diſparity by 
gQocove: the Reſt ; Neither cam they devolyc'their power on 
= themſelyes. For Chriſt bath givewno ſuch warrant ro Mento 
diſpoſe of His Ordinance as they fee fit- And power being delegate@+0 
thembykim, they ___ range ne > w0-cxercile jt{or 
them, -& (0-deprive thetaſe eSOr wu.) -itbawg not a {yceu/e only, 
buta Tyrol, of which they mult give an account; they mult. 
the work by themſelyes, - as:they will de, anſwerable: Bur we mult 
contrae, - not bei Sts PSY 07s 
| todelend as gocafion dhalibe ofextd. \ 920: 

14 We afſert Presbyterial Goverpment-to.befool Diviele Right 
.&s We \canmbkeno com menabout it (chovghnane ſhall 


poſttianwith 
CC .are onlierwiſe mindeav whats 
confiſtant- with Truch and neoeffary. Duty then: we: Yer iis for 


alike foinall the it. Foxſome part3 04 ivairs of :Chaiſlgmaſticy- 
. tion 3. a3the officergofthe Church the Law fit. Ant 
Others of the diftates of natural Reaſon: { 3s: alſo a Beam of 


| DiviveLigha// a3 thattherebe DS — —_—— 
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.Q0) 
inp of it; that one preſideinthem, charlefler and greater parts of the 
Church had their meetings, as Congrezational, Claflical, Provincial, 
and National Aſſemblies, tor Government ; that there be a ſubordinati- 
on and appeals amongſt theſe To require poſitive aſſertions © Scrip- * 
ture warranting every oneot theſe / thonghthere wane not Scripture 
examples and other hints to countenance ſeverals of them } is as un- 
- reaſonable as it we ſh uld be called ro bring a rext to prove chat we 
ſhould come in to the publick aſſemblies cloathed and not naked ; In an 
uſual arid not in an an1riquat Garb 
t5 Whether che Modcraton, or Nie of rulei-y Church meetings 
ſhould continuefor one or more Diets cr tor how Jung atime is got de- 
termined by any inſtiturion'of Chriſt, nor by aay gencral diate of na- 
eural Light : Yer we judge a conflane Moderator, highly inconvenicar, 
2nd by all mens to be thuned: For if he be impoſed on the meeting 
it is an encroachment on their intrinſick power of governing them- 
ſelves in ſuch rhungs as are pecul! r ro them. And though choſen by 
themſelves, tatal ; and conitan' examoles together with the ipcling 
| nations of men to uſurpation, do ſhew it to hav. fo violent terdency to 
. Lordly Prelacy, as rarely doeth ic fail vt che bad effects, nor can bee 
peRed, notto lſſgeinir. 

"2 We maintain that no Chureh Judicature ought to cognefce of Aﬀe 
fairs of State nor of Mens civil Rights, or Intereſts ; except their ad- 
vice ſhould be ſought by the Magiſtrat concerning Sin or Duty in 
fochmatrer: Asit the thing be manifeſtly Scandalous, andevidenl 

eſa ee the intereft of Religion and the Souls of Men. Neither | 


Yap. r= pt ave Spiritual Cenlutes. Their work is 
evequbeiene, 


_ 


clare contovented Truths; tocenfute Scanda» 
lous : totry anberdain Miniſters: toablolve the penicent.by 
the comforts ot the Goſpel ro them,and ſuch !ſke : Wheretore 
isno Ground of Fear that they ſhould Claſh, or Cope with the 
they gobeyondtheirline; in which caſe they fall 


It, 


| coercive power. | 

6 Theway how mencome imo any office ox power in the Church, 
is by Hetion of the People., which dcfigneth the Perfon / in 
which Eleflion as in orhertliings they arc robe under the conduRt and 
theCharch Guides } and ordination, þþy laying on of the 
Predtyagey,, which is che mcane .of communicating au- 
| | dy theſe —— the latrer: 
For we find no wacraud fora Minifteriam Yagum inthe Church, ſce. 
J ing 


Mo 4.9 
pg.even in timesofgreat trouble and-Perſecution we read of none or- 
dained_ by the | Apoſtles, but «r Emo and. x6r:753, With the 
laffrages of the People. I; FF 
17 Though ſuperintendency, .thatis a power of inſpeRion dele- 
ted from the Churchrtoone, .uſed in caſe of neceſſity when a qua- 
ified M:niſter could hardly be had ina Province: he might for atime 
bo appointed to overſee them who could dolictle more then read the 
word publickly, thatis no wacrant for bringing qualified Miniſters un- 
der tha; ſubjeRion ina conſtirured Church, where there are. {through 
the mercy of God J. competent number of Miniflers.  _ .. 
 Tfour Principle be cightly underſtood, we confidently hops they 
will ſugeſt grounds of anſwer for moſt of the objections made againſt 
us, tothe minds of the intelligent and unbyaſlſed ; Yet we ſhalltndea- 
your to afford ſome farther light this way allo, - 
. x It is objeQted (or rather we are reproached with |) by ſome, 
that Presbyrerial Church Government is inconſiſtant with' civil Go- 
yernment. _ I. Afimpledenialis enough to ftop the mouth 
ofſuch bold Aſſerters: Neither hath che World yet ſeen any topick 
( except calumnies) whereby this could be pretended to beproyed. 
2. Experience proveth the contrary, Civil Government is advaitage- 
ouſly managed . inſeveral of the moſt, eminenc of the refotmed 
Churches,- with that diſcipline of Chriſts Houſe that we plead for. 
Andourownlandis a confounding inſtance that might ſtop the mouth 
of impundence it ſelf 5; wherein Presbytery commenced with the Re- 
tormation from Popery, and continued with much Peace, till anbiri- 
ous Men by: labouring to unſettle ir, did dMiiftb, and ar laſt overturn 
the State. 3.We have already ſhewed how we gye' to C.e/ar that which 
-is Cefar's, Andto God that which is Gods; neither can our Adver- 
ſarics make any Power appear to be due tothe Magiſtrate, but what 
weallow Him : Indeed Erra#iais do reculre- for the Magiſtrate 
ſome Power that the Presby terians cannot approve of: But this is 
not peculiar to us, but commontoall thar aſſert a Government inthe 
Church diſtin& trom that of the State: Which is the principle of Pa» 
pilts, Prelatiſts (that arc only fuck) and Independents. "is well as ft 
15 Ours. 4 Our obedience ro Magiſtrates in all their LaWful com- 
mands, :and our, peacetu! ſufferings ot unjuſt violence are n6treur to 
all that can behold us with an unprcjudiced Eye: Andif inftances can 
be givento the contrary , the diſloyalty'of ſome is nor to be itnpgired 
roall (for what party of meh Nr” not afforded ſuch inſtances )' wer 
; ; . * : . 'S s «© co -W $ 
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Where the peace was brokenby Men of our way / which were but a 
few) it was the ffuitof ſach inſupportable Severiries and Hardſhips, 
aseven they could not have born.whoblame ochers for that practife : 
As late Inſtances do make manifeſt. 

- 2 It is next objeted that Presbytery and Monarchy arc inconfiſtant, 
No Biſhip, no King; atleaſt it is notſo adapted to Monarchy as Pte. 
lacy is ; and the Goyernment of the Church ſhould be fo moulded asir 
may beſt fate that of the State. An/ww. x The falſhoodotthe Aſfer- 
tion, and maxim,is evident from what hath been ſaid : Presbytery and 
Monarchy have well confiſted in our own Land,andin France,zNone 


mai rae ha Principles towards Kings then Presbytetians do, 
who think themſelves oblidged to fearc and Honour the King: 


And were alwayesready toobey himinthe Lord. Tis true they can- 
not give him unlimited Obedience: Burthis is not as they are Pres. 
byterians, but as they are menof Conſcience, and will obey God'ra. 
ther than Man, which I hope the ObjeRers will not fay is peculiarto 
Presbyterians, If they do, and plead for. the publick Conſcience 
(as ſomecfthem haye done_} tothe laying aſide the uſe of particu- 
lar Conſciencesin the aRtions'that are moral, ( which is to introduce 
 praftical Atheiſm) They do not hurt our cauſe but their own.. 3, 
' Our practice hath alſo been Loyal in-abhoring the Murderof King 
Charks the firſt, and in contributing the maſt effeAual endeavours to 
reſtore His Son: And in ewning and ſubmitting toa King of a con- 
trary Religion, ſo long as our Religion and Liberties were in any to- 
lerable ſafery ; or the Laws that were the meaſure of our Obedience 
were any way regarded; and what was then done, was not by vs alone, 
4 lis boldly altedgedbut not proved, thatthe Church Government 
Jouldbe fram'd according to that obche Seare, tor that may be various, 
but this is one: And was ſo-under the old Teſtament, though the 
_ Civil Governmentvaried: X $7 IR. T 
_ 3 'Tis faidthar Presbyterians encroach-on the Authority of the Ma- 
giſtrate, by medling with ſtare Aﬀairs, cAn/wer. x Our principle 
mthis is already declared And.wwhateyer Inſtancesof former times, 
this allegation may ſeem ro be built on. had their riſe from Stareſmen 
raking the advice of Church- Men in their aſſemblies: Who ſometimes 


gave advice contrary to the inclinationof the leading Mcnot the State:. - 


AmJiftheir zeal for a good Incereſt led themat any time to preſs their 
advice with Reaſons and Threatnings $com the word of God: And: 
x ſome excels did happenthis'yay, the blame lay on them-who pare 


— 
ee er pe, os I, — 


"To | 
the firſt riſe toit. Beſides this when the atings of Rulers have a ma- 
nifeſt and diret -y to lead People into finful Courſes, { fuch 
as impoſing ofunlawful Oaths,andengaging pcoplein a falſe Religion) 
who could be ſilent without untaithfulneſs to God, and array a ro 
to the Souls of Rulers and People ? Another anſwer may be, by retor- 
ting this Argument on the prelatick Clergy: Donor Biſhops ſit inthe 
Counſels, and interpoſe direAly and formally in affairs of ſtate, which 
Presbyterians never pretended to. | : 

4 The rigidity of Presbyterians is objeRed. An/io, 1 Canany man 
have the brow ro compare the rigidity of Presbyterians,. with that 
of eirher Papiſts or Prelatiſs, cither in bearing with no diſſent from 


their way, cveniothe leaſt matters, and which themſelves coutlt indif- 


ferent, or inthe Bloody and cruel way ot Perſecuting ſuchas diſſent; 
by Maſſacres, Inquiſicions, horrid Tortures, Impriſonment , Fin- 
ing. and ſtrange Seyerities : Is there any thing that .can.be alledg'd 
againſt / reſbzterians that canbe once compared with the.Perſecy- 
tionsthat many inthe welt of Scor/and, ndeiſewhere, havelately En: 
dured? Yea Independents cannot compare with rhe Moderation of 
Presbyterians; For they ( moſt of them) will not communicate 
with any but of their own way ; Andſo with none butrhoſe of their 
own Congregation; which is far from 'Ourway. Asfor ,Anabap- 
tifls and rs, They ownnonefor Mcmbers of the Church but 
Men of their own Stamp : So that it may be on good ground ſaid, 
That Pre/byterians arethe moſt Moderate of any Party thatprerend 
toReligion. 2. That which Men call Rigidity in Pre/6yterians is 
moſtly againſt Men's Immoralitics, that. are unqueſtionable ſuch ; 
If other Menbe Gentle totheſe,. ir may recommend them.to wicked - 
Men's liking, but will natrender them acceptable to God; 11 his 
ſtrineſs of diſcipline againſt ſ; ous Sins, is injoined in Scripture, 
and we gonot beyond the bounds there fer; we rebuke ſuch before 
all; we do not puniſh themin cheir Bodics or Purſes ; and our ſtriincſs 
falleth yery far ſhort of that of the primitive times; asevery one who 
hath read any thing of .the Hiſtory ofthe ancient Church knoweth, 
both their Catechumeni were detained from Churh priviledges; and 
theic Pexitents puttolong and hard Penance, at another rate then 
any thing that we do. 3. Wherein lyeth the Regidity of Our dilcipline ? 
Do not 2ur Miniſters deale with-them who fall into ſcandalous fins, 
with all Meekneſsand Tendernefs, admaniſhing them, laying before 
them the Evil and Danger of their way; the neceſſity of Repentance, 
the hope of Mercy through Mr 9 that there is tothe penitent, Itis our 
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way 
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way, even where the Sinner is moſt obſtinate-and rejefteth alf advice; 
to wait for many weeks, before we proceed to Excommunicatior; 
that, that dreadful Sentence,if poſſible, may be prevented. We give 
publick Admonition threeſeveral Lords dayes, and ſometimes oftner: 
We poure out Prayers to God, not only in ſecret, but withthe Con- 
prepation as long ;. that the Sinner may be turned from his evil way ; 
And a'terall this we uſe to wait Paticntly for the Mans Repenrance : 
It he appear. Penitent, the Sentence doth notpaſs againſt him; and 
after Sentence is paſt upon the hardned Sinner, ifafterward he ſhew 
any ſigns of Repentance, how readily is he received: into the Churclt 
ain,and we chearctully confirmeour love to himAnd whereChurch 
-enfures are uſed, itis not for Worldly matters ( not paying Church 
dues, as is the praRtice of ſome others } not for ſmall offences, bur 
fot Grofs and Scandalous Sins, 4. For their ſeverity toward ſuch as 
difter from t':em in Principles, they think it-their Duty nor to bear: 
them that are Evil,- anditotry them: that ſay they are Apoſtles; and 
are not:; They havea zeaFafainſt Errour, Diſorders and Uſurpati- 
ons inthe-Church, and cannot underſtand how they who de not owrre 
Presbyterial Government, ſhould be the managers of it : Yet car- 
uſe that Moderation ( and reſolve to doſo when opporturity ſhall be 
purin their hand ) as not to deny Church- Communion to any ſober 
and Religious Perfon, though ofa contrary fentiment to them, im 
theſe inferior points'of Truth, | | 
 5ly. Another ObjeQRion, is. from the Indiferction of the preſent 
Miniſters ofthis way : Their want of thar Learning, Prudence, an& 
other good parts that may fitrrhem to manige ſo great a Truſt, -as is 
the Goyernment of the Church. A#/w. We know thefe are the di- 
minutive thoughts that- our Adyerfaricshave of us: And weave not 
fuch high choughts ot our ſelves, gs tomagnific our ſelves: We have 
cauſe to be humbled, (as we hope we are, in ſome meafurez forour ime 
perfections, both in Gitts, and Grace: Yetwe may, and muſt (be- 
ing thus putto it) ſay, that there want not men among us, who fall 
not ſhort in Miniſterial Qualifications, of them-who have lately had 
the Rule of the Church; and for rhe gereraliry of vs, - it is the Opi- 
nionof the World, andof unbyafſed men;:(yea ever of ſome, thae 
are not of our way / that theſe of-the other party have no cauſe. it 
their Glory ing over us in this. 2: Church Government dotlr not re- 
quire any great degree of poljtick Accomplifhment: A'plain Man who: 
underſtanueth the Laws of-Chrilt, and the Seriptuce Dirctions coni - 


| (#1) 
cekning Cenfſuree, is fitter to Governithe Chufeb)-+han a great States- 
manis.” 3. Any Indiſccetion that of late years hath-appeared in our 
Conduct, may and ſhould be imputed to our wantot -Libercy to go- 
 vern the Church: Every one {among Miniſters and People) did _—_ 
 *was rightin his own Eyes, and we do not deny; : but there ate ſome 
Indiſcreer perſons among us, as there-are in-all parties;' And even 
wiſe Men in our Circumſtances, could not fhunſome Act that might 
ſeem Indiflcreer, cirher ro Adverſaries, ortoleſs conſidering Perſons. 
6ly. The. Diviſions: of Presbyterians are objected. Anfev. x. 
_ {Wherearetheſeniot ro befound ;. ncirher Biſhop; nor Pope have been 
'ablero keepthemiour of the Church ; or from among their own Parry. 
'2. Out Diviſions. we'do not deny, or approve; we are men-of like 
- Paſſions with others; We labour to thun Diviſions as. muchas is pol- 
fible, and through Grace have come to more Unity than they who 
reproach uswith our Divifions.. 3. Fhe Diviſions that were among 
. us, as we deny nor:thht.our Miſtakes and Corruptions had 'a-hand-in 
them, fo we know that Enemies were aCve to promote and; heighten 
ther; Which though irexcuſenot us @ foro, yet itdoth @ #anto; and 
pur our Encmies in #za/2 fide to reproach us-with them. - 4. The 
{ Unity that the Pielatick party made inthe Church, -was like that of a 
eonqueting Tyranit;/ who bchokdeth. all chat oppoſe: hirh 3 {lain be» 
are bled there-waspeace tothe King and Human, whem there was 
none tothe people of God ; .the Unity of tome, .is a Combipationin 
Brrour, andthe reſult of aConquelt over mens Conſciences,that now » 
dare not murter apainſt the 1:u{ts of their Impoſing Taskymaſters :We 
think contending,about Truth; more deſitable;thanſugh peace :; Itig - 
knowmnthatovurChurch enjoyed fiicls Unity 4ar many +yeass afeerthe 
Reformanion, asawas Celebrated by :-Churches} Abroady-as is cyiders 
fromthe Preface toil. ops Corfe/ſtonum. till ambitious men began to 
trouble her with their Innovations, and Uſurpations, and ſo werethe 
cauſpof Diviſton. :' + af | _— | 
[.75: Many.Objec thatif Prerbyteriayy ger Power, they will ſorce. 
allte-make publick Repentancewha have owned B:ſhops, taken the: 
Teſt, or ther :Gethe that. they diſlike. nf. .Our-principleis thar,, 
that publick: Scandals ought tobe publickly xebuked 3- yer there: are- 
Caſes in whiclt. the. ſtrickneſs of Diſcipline in zhis matter, may and» 
muſt be relaxed :. l hall nzme two. x; Whenthe matier of Offence. 
is controverted, and the finfulpractice is from the miſcinformatior of: 
the.Conſcience : . Wherethematter is not ot the higheſt moment; ak 
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the perſon appeareth Conſcienriouſly to tollow his Light,Church Dif. 
cipline may then be forborn. 2 When = _ is __ _—_ the 
whole,or che grearerpart,or agrear part of the Church is guilty: The ri- 
gour of Cenſure/ chat hiteite niche! bedue is to be abated, evenrhe 
prithitive Church, chough very ſevere in Diſcipline,uſed a great Exnium 
iftthis Caſe: When many, or moſt had fallen in Perſecution; though 
the crinie was of the higheſt nature,even denying the Faith A general 
Haritiation of che whole Charch may be in ſtead of parricular appli- 
cation of Cenſures; I hope'there is no cauſe of tear from Men of ſuch 
moderare Principles. 1t in this, or any thing elfe, we -have been 
charyEable with Exceſs, (as who can clear himſelf of all blame ) I 
hope -our riper Thoughts. $:udies, and Sufferings, {by the Bl.ling 
of Godonthem } hath raughr us, ' and will engape us toler our Mo- 
deration be known to all-men ; confidering that the Lord is at hand: 
And h we have been ſeverely Beaten by our Fellow-Servants ; 
yet we will ſtandin awe, and be lbath-that the Lord, when he cometh, 
ſhould find us ſodoing to then: | «7 v6 

$75 Some Objet, Thir: in this way, Miniſters may Dominecr 
over People, even the greareft Men, : ar their pleaſure. Afro. Be- 
fidethar rhey muſt walk by the Rule fer down in the Word; and if 
they exceed that bounds, they may be curbed by Superior Judicats- 
ries: Orifthcir Inſolence amount to the diſturbing of the peace, the 
Magiſtrate may reſtrain them: We fay, beſide this, the Mini- 
ſters do'nothing alone, but with the peoples Repreſentatives, the El. 
ders, who may be ot the Nobles, or any other Rank, as they arc qua- 
lfied for thar Work, and tholenroirby the Church. _Þ -- - + 

"Some other Objections are toſſed among Men that talk of theſe 
things, which donor ſo'much concern Precbyterial Government in 
general, as fome'parts of it, or rhings about it, thar-arc-now in agj- 
cation. The g#h. Objettion then, maybe framed againſt the taking 
away the Election of Miniſters by Patrons, viz. That if that be done, 
menof Note, 'and Intereftin Pariſhes may beover-ruled by the mul- 
titude (which often jsignocant, and heady)and have Miniſters impo- 
ſed on'them. Avſw 2 TharPatronages are an intolerable Grie- 
vance, and yoak of Bondage on:the Church, and have alwayes been 
the cauſe of peſtering the Church with a bad Miniſtry 5 and. a remp- 
tation to Intrants (pleaſe the Paron / farther than to bis Edification) 
gpl peed ang Gad: Befide the Simoniacal buying and ſelling 
of Goſpel Ordinances, ;thar frequently, - and in all rimes gp" 


(43/7 
ed this Deyicaof Men : But (which isworſt of all). thatitis adirect 
croſſing Chriſt's Inſtitution, and a robing his people of the priviledge 
he hath bequeathed tothem : Theſe things, Iſay,are fully provce clle- 
where. And therefore if it be ſuppoled that the lnaconyenience men- 
tioned ſhould follow from taking avay of Patronages, yetit will not 
(1 hope) move them who regard Chrilt's Iaſtitutions;z or the good of 
his Church, the Salvation, and Edification- of-Souls, tobe tor their 
continuance. 2 Thefſame inconvenience was apt 0 follow on pas _ 
pular EleQion in other Ages of the Church; and yet in the Apoſtles 
times, andinthe firſt and beſt Apes, ill the feventh or eight Cemwry, 
or latex; Patronages,were not ſeriled in the Church; they, eagpe un 
among the lateſt Antjchriſtian Corcyptjons and Uſurpations ; The 
primi ave Chriſtians. were not ſo tencer of their Grandeur, and ſuch 
ptiviledges as their rank inthe World gave them , nor ſolirtJe render ©: 
the Liberticsof the Church, and the Intereit of Chiiltians, as tuck, 
Andif any ſuch pretenſions appeared tobe owned by the Grandees 
of theſe times, they met with a ſevere Check, and that in leficr matrers 
than acclaiming a Power of choofing Miniſters for the whole Church; 
as appearcth by the Apoſtles reproving the I iltinttion, even in ihe 
Seats intheir Aſſemblies, that was made berween the Man wuh. the 
Gold Ring and gay Cloathing ; and the Man in Vile Raiment;. We 
are cogtgnt iO allow gicat Men all due Ketpet, butnot to compler 
mentthem wich whar 15 C hriſts Legacy to his People. And therefore 
we hppe T hat they who are willing toſubje themſelyes tothe Laws 
c&Chriſt, willbe contenr ans on equy] Ground (tho we be far. 
from aiming atthe Leveling principle in other things) with thei poor 
Brethreninthe Church, with geſpet ro, Churgh priviledges, which 
belong notto Men as Poor or Rich, as Great or Small ;. but as they 
are Chriſts Diſciples 3. lr is carefully ro þe . Obſerved that the 
EleQion ot a Miniſter is not to be left to the Management ol the con+ 
tuſed Rabble /tho' the meaneft adult male Member of the Church 
hath.a Rightco aſſent or diſſent) buritisto be ordered by the Elder- 
ſhip and that unger the inſpeGion of the Presbytery (and by the 
Presbyrery, whe:e no Congregational Elderſhigsjs ) inthe Number 
of which t.Iders it is to be uppotee, that Heietors and Men of Intereft 
in the Paroch. «ill, be,. it they be tolezably gualifyed for, and will 
wndertake, tuchan Office,. and then they have aſpecial hand inthe: 
EleRion, and cannot Eg. of being impo n: . Ang the 
Eldecfhip.is 80 excludg from h ing.an hand in the Election, cheer that 


ACT 


\ (14) : 5 
are ſcanddpus profly ipnorant, Heady and Scifmarick, orany way 
<vifordetly. Andi Diviſions'ftillin, the: Elders arc Judges of the git- 
terence between the two Parties ; and are to conſider the Reaſons on 
both Hands;and roponder and weigh.as wcll as ro Number the Votes, 
'They ought klfoto exclude from votinginſach EleRions all ſuch. as 
are not fixed Members'ot the Congregation. Andto lay more weight 
'ontheſuffrabesof them thatare more fixed, and leſs on them thar are 
otherwiſe! rerres paribus: For rhough C hriſtianiry maketh one a 
Member of the Church Catholick , yer a fixed abode is needful ro 
make one a Member of; andto givea ſhare inthe privifedges of that 

rtiewlar -Flock. ''Bur how t6 limit this fixanon is not eaſie: For 
though ſorne be manifeſtly urifexed as ſervants; '#nd others arc mani- 
feſtlyfixcd, aSancient inhabitats who are like to continue 16ng in 
tharplace; yerthere may be amidle fort who cxnnor be*derermined 
by General Rules, butir muſt be left ro the 'prudence ofthe Church 
to judge in this. If theſe things' be' ducly confitered , Great 
Men need not fear having' a Miniſter: 6brruded / on thi; ef- 
pecially/ if 'we add thaviMert 'of intereſt uſually are 'able ro 
influence thoſe-that live bntet them, or that do depend upcagyhem. 
4. Inthe times whetein Patronajes were taken away by Lai 1 
of Intereſt and Reſpe&t found no cauſe to complaine of being j 
upon, but the Church laid'd6wn fuch direions ( as may be: 
the As ofthe General Aſſembly Aug. 4. 1649; *f 4JIAnd 
thecdnſtant practice of theChurch'was to give ſuchdeference thy er 
as they were Generally farisfyed with the Elections :. And they nay 
ſtill be perfwadcd thartir will bethe' care of £7derfhips and Prevby- 
tries rodonothing thatthey can Juſtly complairie of, Beſides thar it 
may be preſumed chat no Miniſter, who regarderh his being uſeful, or 
his own Peaceand Comfort, will enter intoa place with the diſl.ke of 
any confiderable part of the People, eithtr for Number or Quality, 
If ic be objected that there were great Divifions and Tumults about 
Elections, in and about the "Year. 1650; ' Anſwer. x. So there 
were inthe primitive Church, which the AdVocars for Patronages 
uſe asan Argument againſt our Opinion, And yer that Church did 
not think of ſuch aRemedy as puting the Eletion in the hand of one 


ſingle Perſon, nor of mos Þ from the People: 2. Atthetime men- 
tioned there wasa lamentable Schiſm inthe Church about other Mat- 
ccrs; 'and:therefore it was ho' wonder it appeared'in this Matter alſo, 
People were torchoofing Miniſters that were vf the ſame'Sentimenr 
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under Prelacy, neither had nor have any Right to be Rulers in the 
Presbyterian Church; they baving had no call nor- Authority given 
'them from her ( whatever they might have in another Church that 
the Srate ſer up in the Nation beſide the Church that then was in being, 
from which a great Body of Miniſters and le did diſſent, which 
Authotity they wete never ſuffered to exercife even in-their own 
mp y It is alſo'to be conſidered that on this happy Revolution the 
Gel and Parliament have beenpleaſed to aboliſh Prelacy : And have 
red their Reſolution by their Authority to ſettle Presbyterian 
rnment. From this it fofloweth rhat the Prelatick ry 
Fo tbr be admitted toa ſhare in this Goyernmenm: Ex 
of them as ſhalf by the Presbyterian Chiitch be found quali 
the Miniſtry, atdf ſuch from whom there isno hazard of }nomaroy 
that Government that now is intended to beeſtabliſhed: For they be- 
'g more in numbet than the Presbyterians, isitto be imagined that 
7 resbyterian Government can be ſafe intheir Hands, or thatithey 
will not ereta prelacy in the Church, or fomething inſtead of it;or 
ſome: way thatis inconfiſtant with Presbytery inits purity ?And there 
beirſy matty among them kniownto be Inſufficient; Scandalous,orerro- 
neous, It is riot tharthe Church can be perged of ſuch, if 
have the Government, but rather there is an hazard thatthe beſt'Men 
ſhould bs caſt our, 'and thar by Church Authority'/ leaſt they = 
nah in Ge rs ay of their De © Wherefore waney _ bn 
rt9 Neceſfiry ( which quirquid roegit, "defendit ) 
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the good old way that: they and | weproteſles: Jt'is nyc 
fonable, that if they -wilretorn to- that S6ciery; dry Pra 12 
micted by it, and nor by Impoſed on'it,-t6 overruenir.: 7 
mationtrom Popery> want a Prelacy in'the'teip 
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Church? Or did'Nebemiaband the Jew? 
T 66:4b, \Sanbalkap. and their party; that. they would nov fee thei 
to build with them ? Pardon theſe Compariſons,' —_ arqaace logo 
ed to parallel our Brethen with either of rheſe ſorts of Men, in 
chis, that they are not of thE Presbytergan Church, mare than 
others were of the Proreſign? aoy b; andthat there is 
hazard from them toour way, as here was from the other to 
their wayes. 

Obj. 2. By this means the leſſer party in the Church of Scotland 
ſhall exclude the greater from the Goyernment. An/” This is aax 
abſurd, where the grearer party have left the Church they wereof ;__ 


Members of it: And when that greater parry hath ſer up anorFer 

irameof a Church, which they are __ torced to part with, when 

they would return tothe former way, they cannot Incorporate 

with them who abode in it, without their conſent; efpeciall ang 

this pr eos. to be given on any tolerable Security for | * pay 
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exerciſe of their EOTICS - | of it: 
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ceſſity of the Church, which for ſuch a critical +6 oe ssout lot 5 'S, 
fallen into,may warrant that, which out of ſuch an exigence, and for 
—_ continuance in on own were joy > nk ey _ 
ce on the one hand, that che Paciſhes be not deprived 
Labours, leſt a'grear part of the Country ſhould be deſtiruce of all 
Goſpel Ordinances : Itis as neceſſary on the other, hand, rhac cl 
have not Ruling Power in the Church © with the P echyterians 

thar Government which Chrift hath inſtirured, and which is TEIN $3 
figned v0 be Settled, be over-turned - \And we 
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